
2023 Year in Review – What has been occupying our 琀椀me at AMA 
(NSW)? 

 
Payroll Tax 

 
One of the many issues AMA (NSW) tackled in 2023 was the issue of payroll 
tax, a ma琀琀er on which the AMA has been campaigning since 2018. A昀琀er the 
success of the “Your Quality Care Taxed” campaign, another state-wide 
campaign was launched in February this year encouraging pa琀椀ents to help GPs 
昀椀ght what was described as “a poten琀椀ally devasta琀椀ng tax”. The pressure 
con琀椀nued in the lead up to the state elec琀椀on with repeated warnings of the 
dangers of payroll tax both to those in the city and the regions and renewed 
calls for an exemp琀椀on. A昀琀er a Court of Appeals decision in the case of Thomas 
and Naaz Pty Ltd AMA (NSW) warned that general prac琀椀ces were put at greater 
risk of being liable for payroll tax. 
 
In early August NSW State Revenue published rulings con昀椀rming for the 昀椀rst 
琀椀me that many independent GPs working in medical centres would be subject 
to payroll tax. AMA (NSW)’s response was reported widely.  
 
AMA (NSW) joined other associa琀椀ons to successfully secure a yearlong 
amnesty to allow further consulta琀椀on. A very successful mee琀椀ng was held with 
the 昀椀nance minister with whom further talks are expected in 2024.  
 
Special Commission of Inquiry into Healthcare Funding (SCOI) 
 
The Minns government formally announced the SCOI in September, with 
sweeping terms of reference, sparking a swi昀琀 response from AMA (NSW). A昀琀er 
Treasurer Daniel Mookhey misspoke, con昀氀a琀椀ng the incomes of locums and 
VMOs, AMA (NSW) went on a media o昀昀ensive, in an a琀琀empt to clarify the 
situa琀椀on in a series of ar琀椀cles. Concerned for the future employment 
condi琀椀ons of VMOs, the terms and condi琀椀ons of VMO arrangements were the 
subject of AMA (NSW)’s 昀椀rst submission to the SCOI which you can read here. 
As the inquiry con琀椀nues AMA (NSW) will have the opportunity to give evidence 
on. 

• The rights of consultants to accept private pa琀椀ents under their care in 
public hospitals. 

• The need for collabora琀椀on between Colleges & LHDs to ensure the 
provision of high-quality training. 

https://www.amansw.com.au/payroll_tax/
https://www.amansw.com.au/ama-nsw-mobilises-patients-to-protect-gps-from-greedy-state-tax/
https://www.amansw.com.au/ama-president-takes-payroll-tax-fight-to-nsw-treasurers-doorstep/
https://www.amansw.com.au/what-will-payroll-tax-mean-for-patients-in-regional-nsw/
https://www.amansw.com.au/payroll-tax-decision-is-another-nail-in-the-coffin-for-general-practice/
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/nsw/doctors-warn-gp-tax-pause-only-kicks-can-of-clinic-closures-fee-hikes-along-the-road-20230823-p5dys0.html
https://healthcarefunding.specialcommission.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-24/nsw-healthcare-review-spending-concerns/102769508
https://www.amansw.com.au/cuts-to-hospital-system-a-disaster-for-nsw-hospitals/
https://www.amansw.com.au/public-denigration-of-senior-doctors-jeopardises-the-health-system/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/a-record-number-of-patients-wait-in-our-eds-can-nsw-s-hospital-crisis-be-solved-20230720-p5dput.html
https://www.medicalrepublic.com.au/solution-to-costly-locums-ignored-for-15-years/94978
https://www.amansw.com.au/ama-nsw-submission-to-the-special-commission-of-inquiry-into-healthcare-funding/


• Whether greater reliance on primary care may reduce pressure on 
resources and sta昀昀 in public hospitals and 

• Engagement & remunera琀椀on of locums. 
 
Other Inquiries – State and Federal 
 
AMA (NSW) was kept very busy compiling submissions and preparing for 
hearings on a number of subjects. Here are some of the ma琀琀ers which were 
addressed. 
 
The NSW Upper House Select Commi琀琀ee on Birth Trauma 

 
Click here for AMA (NSW)’s submission 
 
You can see AMA (NSW) Vice President Dr Kathryn Aus琀椀n and AMA (NSW) CEO 
Fiona Davies giving evidence here. 
 
You can read other submissions here. 
 
The Federal Community A昀昀airs Legisla琀椀on Commi琀琀ee 01/11/2023 – Public 
Health (Tobacco & Other Products) Bill 2023 

 
AMA (NSW) President Dr Michael Bonning gave evidence in his capacity as 
chair of the AMA’s Public Health Commi琀琀ee. 
 
You can read a transcript by clicking here. 
 
And watch him giving evidence here. 
 
The AMA welcomed the announcement of tougher vaping laws in late 
November. 
 
The NSW Legisla琀椀ve Assembly Commi琀琀ee on Law & Safety (E-cigare琀琀e 
regula琀椀on and compliance in New South Wales) 
 
Here is a link to the inquiry. 
 
And here is the submission by AMA (NSW). 
 
The NSW Select Commi琀琀ee on Remote, Rural & Regional Health 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/80746/0252%20Australian%20Medical%20Association%20(NSW).pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TDIv443m88&list=PLb7SKvfgKNwZsRNBwfTqD6mq8Pg6p8BrK&index=4
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/listofcommittees/Pages/committee-details.aspx?pk=318
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=committees/commsen/27430/&sid=0000
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/883129857/8e99509439
https://www.amansw.com.au/much-needed-boost-to-crack-down-on-illegal-vape-industry/
https://www.ama.com.au/media/ama-congratulates-australian-government-tougher-vaping-laws
https://www.ama.com.au/media/ama-congratulates-australian-government-tougher-vaping-laws
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2994
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/ladocs/submissions/82970/Submission%2050%20-%20Australian%20Medical%20Assosciation.pdf


 
Following on from the Commi琀琀ee’s May 2022 recommenda琀椀ons for change, a 
further inquiry was held to examine the implementa琀椀on of recommenda琀椀ons 
rela琀椀ng speci昀椀cally to workforce issues, workplace culture and funding 
considera琀椀ons for remote, rural and regional health.  
AMA (NSW) was asked to give evidence before the commi琀琀ee in rela琀椀on to its 
submission to the inquiry.  
Read AMA (NSW) Submission here. 
 

 
AMA (NSW) was represented at the hearing by President Dr Michael Bonning, 
CEO Fiona Davies, Mr Richard Colbran and Deputy Chair Dr Tim Couch. 
 

NSW Upper House Inquiry into Equity, Accessibility and Appropriate Delivery 

of Outpatient and Community Mental Health Care in New South Wales 

You can read AMA (NSW)’s submission here. 
And a transcript of the hearing here. 
 
The Federal Select Commi琀琀ee into the Provision of and Access to Dental 
Services in Australia 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.nsw.gov.au%2Fladocs%2Fsubmissions%2F82375%2FSubmission%252047%2520-%2520AMA%2520NSW.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CRahni%40amansw.com.au%7C9d34561fc9d94570bee308dc027c6612%7C98b70eb8bf254c19b5ae1b939598285b%7C1%7C0%7C638387980504772742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AfY6wfyKwuAMF%2FPUD%2FOIfyMiQrA%2F6QdSF92lG7Nlfaw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/81739/0080%20Australian%20Medical%20Association%20(NSW)%20Ltd.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/ladocs/transcripts/3151/Transcript%20-%20Public%20hearing%20-%2024%20November%202023%20-%20Legislative%20Assembly%20Select%20Committee%20on%20Remote%20Rural%20and%20Regional%20Health.pdf


 
AMA (NSW) President Dr Michael Bonning appeared in his capacity of Chair of 
the AMA’s Public Health Commi琀琀ee. 
 
You can read the submission here. 
You can read a transcript here. 
And watch a sec琀椀on of Dr Bonning’s evidence here.  
 
Monitor Opera琀椀on of the Mandatory Disease Tes琀椀ng Act  
 
The Ombudsman New South Wales sought public submissions on the 
Mandatory Disease Tes琀椀ng Act 2021.   
 
You can read AMA (NSW)’s submission here. 

Guidelines for the Provision of Relevant Services (Health and Related 

Services) issued by SIRA 

On December 8, 2023, SIRA issued new guidelines as part of their regulatory 
framework for those providing Health and Related Services to injured workers 
as a part of the Workers Compensa琀椀on Scheme, and injured persons under the 
CTP Schemes. The Guidelines relate to legisla琀椀on which gives SIRA broad 
powers to regulate doctors and other health providers. 
 
AMA (NSW) has expressed signi昀椀cant concern to SIRA over the past two years 
and has secured some changes. However, we con琀椀nue to have concerns about 
what this will mean for doctors providing services to injured persons. 
 
AMA (NSW) will be holding a webinar in early 2024 to brief members on the 
legisla琀椀on and the guidelines and possible implica琀椀ons for doctors and 
pa琀椀ents. 
 
You can read the SIRA Guidelines here. 
 
Other issues 
 

Pharmacy Prescribing Trial  
The You Deserve More campaign was launched in April. See it here. 
Pharmacy Prescribing trial misses the mark for quality care. Read here. 
 
The State Budget asks. AMA (NSW)’s Budget response here and here. 

https://www.ama.com.au/sites/default/files/2023-07/AMA%20Submission%20Access%20to%20Dental%20Services%20Inquiry.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=committees/commsen/27033/&sid=0001
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/michaelbonning_on-behalf-of-the-australian-medical-association-activity-7120905762624704512-hE4s/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/oversight-of-mandatory-disease-testing-act
https://www.amansw.com.au/ama-nsw-submissions/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famansw.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4a60b5e95ac663d09a31d6765%26id%3D816bf40c1c%26e%3D1a91429d0c&data=05%7C02%7Cnews%40amansw.com.au%7Cf7388413981f484bf86e08dbfa26bab1%7C98b70eb8bf254c19b5ae1b939598285b%7C1%7C0%7C638378816471036130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hU89CNs3AizPE1pYaSGgprAkrlvp1gYkhLzgfmb9lOI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.amansw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SIRA_submission_Draft-Guidelines-for-the-Provision-of-Relevant-Services-consultation_March2023.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famansw.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4a60b5e95ac663d09a31d6765%26id%3Dea313d8fc2%26e%3D1a91429d0c&data=05%7C02%7Cnews%40amansw.com.au%7Cf7388413981f484bf86e08dbfa26bab1%7C98b70eb8bf254c19b5ae1b939598285b%7C1%7C0%7C638378816471191913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zdcbo23AapYj%2BXTyWudJ28U57b0DTnVibp8UIfjh%2BGw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famansw.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4a60b5e95ac663d09a31d6765%26id%3D38066b24b4%26e%3D1a91429d0c&data=05%7C02%7Cnews%40amansw.com.au%7Cf7388413981f484bf86e08dbfa26bab1%7C98b70eb8bf254c19b5ae1b939598285b%7C1%7C0%7C638378816471191913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Drj%2FQ8fY1jO3ewjRLNrnpy8j%2BguCohs33%2FNjecnzHEs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ama.com.au/articles/go-it-alone-pharmacists-prescribing-not-answer-gp-shortages
https://www.ama.com.au/you-deserve-more
https://www.amansw.com.au/pharmacy-uti-prescribing-clinical-trial-misses-the-mark-for-quality-care/#:~:text=AMA%20(NSW)%20acknowledges%20the%20extension,a%20lesser%20and%20dangerous%20option.
https://www.amansw.com.au/more-doctors/
https://www.amansw.com.au/minns-mookhey-budget-delivers-effective-loss-for-health/
https://www.medicalrepublic.com.au/nsws-31-billion-health-spend-a-paltry-increase/99055


 
An琀椀microbial resistance – could be responsible for 10 million excess deaths 
globally by 2050. Read here. 
 
Voluntary Assisted Dying – Commonwealth needs to act to allow all NSW 
pa琀椀ents access to a digni昀椀ed death. Read here. 
 
Pallia琀椀ve Care cuts “cruel” and heartless for the most vulnerable pa琀椀ents. 
Read here. 
 

Sugar tax – Read here. 
 
Road Safety Campaign 

The combined campaign with the Road Trauma Support Group NSW was picked 
up by all major media outlets. Click here. 
 
Here are some examples from the media coverage; 
Channel Seven 
ABC News 
The Canberra Times 
 
Please feel free to write to us at any 琀椀me at news@amansw.com.au  
 

https://www.amansw.com.au/antimicrobial-resistance/
https://www.amansw.com.au/commonwealth-needs-to-act-to-allow-all-nsw-patients-access-to-a-dignified-death/
https://www.amansw.com.au/palliative-care-cuts-cruel-and-heartless-for-the-most-vulnerable-patients/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/incentives-to-buy-fizzy-drinks-over-water-should-end-health-experts-20230413-p5d05z.html
https://www.amansw.com.au/speak-up-and-step-in-to-save-lives-on-our-roads-a-joint-message-from-nsw-doctors-bereaved-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdHRbF4ARls
https://hvsgnsw.sharepoint.com/sites/RTSGGeneral/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FRTSGGeneral%2FDocuments%2FAdmin%20%28R%29%2FMedia%2FVideo%20News%2Ftxs%5F7pmBackUpNSW%5F%5FHelenaPKG%2Emp4&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8462373/stop-being-so-polite-confront-dangerous-drivers/
mailto:news@amansw.com.au
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